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For more than a half century, supporters of equal suffrage 
in Kansas adopted a variety of tactics and waged several 
major campaigns on their road to victory in November 1912. 
Suffragists learned from their mistakes, and according to 
historian Kristi Lowenthal, author of “The Equal Rights 
Amendment and the Persistence of Kansas Conservatism,” 
they took “advantage of increasingly favorable economic 
times and growing independence.” By the second decade of 
the twentieth century, “women had more time and money to 
conduct the campaign. The automobile allowed suffragists to 
stump in far-flung places and in a greater number of locales.” 
But perhaps most significantly, Kansas activists took “a softer 
[more conservative] stance than in previous campaigns. . . . 
Kansas suffragists withdrew from the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA), home of the most 
radical suffragists, and asked them to refrain from sending any 
workers unless they were specifically requested.” Arguably, 
this last Kansas “Votes for Women” campaign benefited 
from the removal of these outside influences and agitators 

who had been quite visible in state campaigns past. This 
time around the proposed state constitutional amendment 
passed with 175,246 votes for and 159,197 votes against it. 
    Pictured here are a few members of the Douglas County 
Equal Suffrage League, identified as Mrs. Paul R. Brooks, the 
league’s first president; Mrs. Frank Strong, the league’s first 
vice president and wife of the University of Kansas chancellor; 
Miss Florence Payne, former president of the college league; and 
Marcella Chalkley and Dorothy Williston. With their driver, 
Clement Perkins, seated behind the steering wheel on the right, 
the suffragists participated in an automobile parade at the 
county fair, most likely on September 27, 1912. Automobiles 
were still something of a novelty, and the Lawrence Daily 
Journal-World billed this as “the best automobile display ever 
seen in Lawrence.” Automobile day at the fair, which featured 
the parade and races, attracted a record crowd and no doubt 
good exposer for the suffragists (see Kansas Memory, www.
kansasmemory.org/locate.php?query=207949).

"Votes for Women"
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Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains  
is published quarterly through a partnership between the  
Kansas Historical Foundation and the Chapman Center for Rural 
Studies. The Kansas Historical Foundation serves as a fund raising, 
fund management, membership, and retail organization to support 
and promote the Kansas Historical Society, a state agency that 
safeguards and shares the state’s history through the collection, 
preservation, and interpretation of its past. The Society’s collections 
and programs are diverse and are made available through its  
library and museum in Topeka, historic sites and classrooms across 

the state, and publications and web-based resources accessible 
everywhere. The Chapman Center for Rural Studies, located on the 
campus of Kansas State University in Manhattan and directed by 
faculty in the Department of History, is committed to researching, 
preserving, and sharing the rural history of Kansas through the 
recovery of lived experience, lost towns and settlements, original 
lands, and changing landscapes. Through the establishment of a 
research lab, digital archives, curriculum, and publications, the 
Chapman Center links the community of learners at Kansas State 
University with the communities of the past.  

The journal publishes scholarly articles, edited documents, and 
other materials that contribute to an understanding of the history 
and cultural heritage of Kansas and the Central Plains. Political, 
social, intellectual, cultural, economic, and institutional histories  
are welcome, as are biographical and historiographical interpreta-
tions and studies of archaeology, the built environment, and material 
culture. Articles emphasizing visual documentation, exceptional 
reminiscences, and autobiographical writings are also considered 
for publication. Genealogical studies are generally not accepted. 

Manuscripts are evaluated anonymously by scholars who 
determine their suitability for publication based on originality, 
quality of research, significance, and presentation, among other 
factors. Previously published articles or manuscripts that are 
being considered for publication elsewhere will not be considered. 
The editors reserve the right to make changes in accepted articles 
and will consult with the authors regarding such. The publishers 
assume no responsibility for statements of fact or opinion made 
by contributors. 

Kansas History follows the Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010). A style sheet, which 
includes a detailed explanation of the journal’s editorial policy, is 
available at kshs.org/12447. Articles appearing in Kansas History 
are available online at the Kansas Historical Society’s website 
(kshs.org/12445) and from EBSCO Publishing. They are available 
on microfilm from ProQuest Microfilms.

The Edgar Langsdorf Award for Excellence in Writing, which 
includes a plaque and an honorarium of two hundred dollars, is 
awarded each year for the best article published in Kansas History.

The editors welcome letters responding to any of the articles 
published in the journal. With the correspondent’s permission, 
those that contribute substantively to the scholarly dialogue by 
offering new insights or historical information may be published. 
All comments or editorial queries should be addressed to the 
editors, Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains, Chapman 
Center for Rural Studies, Kansas State University, 111 Leasure 
Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506-1002; 785-532-0380; email: KHJournal@ 
k-state.edu

Illustrations appearing in the journal, unless otherwise noted, 
are from the collections of the Kansas Historical Society. Re-
productions of images from the Society’s collections are available

for purchase. Please contact the State Archives Division for order- 
ing information: kshs.org/14154; 785-272-8681, ext. 321.
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Small-Town Dreams
Stories of Midwestern Boys Who Shaped America
John E. Miller

Includes Kansans John Steuart Curry, Oscar Micheaux, and George 
Washington Carver

“This valuable and superbly written study of midwestern farm and small-
town boyhoods and subsequent careers will captivate hosts of readers.  
The smell of corn and hogs, the sounds and silences of hamlets and  
county seats, and schoolyard athletics, classroom instruction, and 
theatrical presentation—all redolently here. A first-rate regional study.” 
—Richard W. Etulain, author of Re-imagining the Modern American West: 
A Century of Fiction, History, and Art

544 pages, 42 photographs, 2 maps, Cloth $29.95

Field Guide to the Common Grasses  
of Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska
Iralee Barnard

“A must-have guide for ranchers, naturalists, land owners and managers, 
and anyone wanting an introduction to the grasses of the Great Plains. 
Easy-to-use finding lists, simple descriptions, and plentiful photographs 
make identifications a cinch.”—Craig Freeman, coauthor of Roadside 
Wildflowers of the Southern Plains

“The book every grassland ecologist will want to have on their book shelf or 
in their field vehicle. I am confident that this book will be used extensively 
by professional grassland ecologists and curious individuals.”—John M. 
Briggs, Director of Konza Prairie Biological Station at Kansas State University

256 pages, 415 photographs, 57 maps, Paper $24.95, Ebook $24.95
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