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BOUT seven o'clock in the evening of January 27, 1873, four

men hurriedly entered room 107 of the Tefft House, Topeka’s
leading hotel, and carefully locked the door behind them. One of
these men was Col. Alexander M. York, lawyer, ex-lieutenant colonel
of the Union army, and state senator from Montgomery county in
southeastern Kansas. Another was W. A, Johnson, senator from An-
derson county, who, with York, was in town for the session of the
legislature which would elect a United States senator from Kansas.
The other two were B. F. Simpson, attorney, and J. C. Horton, agent
for the Kansas Pacific Railroad at Lawrence. All were prominent
in the movement to defeat Samuel Clarke Pomeroy for re-election
to his senatorial seat in Washington. York, a thin-faced, full-
bearded man in his middle 30’s, spoke in a low tone for several
minutes while the others listened carefully. After some discussion,
an agreement was reached. The men then separated.

Somewhere around nine or nine-thirty of the same evening York
returned to the Tefft House. He climbed the stairs to the second
floor and knocked on the door to Senator Pomeroy’s rooms. The
door opened slightly. After a short conversation, York went back
downstairs. He wandered about the town rather aimlessly for sev-
eral hours, dropping in at various bars, stopping off at an anti-
Pomeroy meeting for a quarter of an hour, mixing with the crowds
that jammed Topeka on the eve of the senatorial election. At mid-
night he again went to the Tefft House and knocked on Pomeroy’s
door. He could hear subdued voices inside the room. The door was
partly opened just long enough for a brief exchange of words, then
York went away.

In an hour he was there again and this time was admitted. Pome-
roy was now alone. For nearly two hours they talked earnestly.
About three o’clock Pomeroy rose from his chair, went to a trunk
in the corner of the room, unloeked it and took out a package of
bank notes which he handed to York. York noted that the money
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was secured with a paper band just as it had come from the bank;
on the band was a cashier’s notation indicating that the bundle con-
tained $1,000. The senator then took out his wallet and counted
another $1,000 in 50 and 100 dollar greenbacks into York’s hand. No
receipt was asked for or given. After a few more remarks, they
separated. York returned to his own hotel and went into W. A. John-
son’s room, which adjoined his. He sat by the stove a few minutes,
gince his own fire had gone out. Johnson, who had been asleep,
roused himself and looked up. York pulled out the money he had
just got, held it up briefly for Johnson to see, then left. He made
his way to the bar of the Tefft House but found it deserted. Climb-
ing onto the bar counter, he stretched himself out and slept there
till daylight.

During the next day he unexpectedly moved from his hotel to
rooms in a private boarding house. He attended the first balloting
for United States senator at the state house and cast his vote for
D. P. Lowe. At five minutes to four that afternoon he went to the
room of Col. T. B. Eldridge in the Tefft House. The only person
there was the colonel’s brother, who left immediately after York
entered. York, tired after so little sleep the night before, lay down
on the bed in his overcoat. Shortly after four, Pomeroy entered from
the hall and at once took from his pocket a parcel wrapped in brown
paper and tied with twine. He handed it to York, with the remark
that it contained $5,000. Again no receipt was given for the money.

A little before ten o’clock the next morning, Wednesday, Johnson
stopped in at York’s rooms. After York had shown him the $7,000
he had got from Pomeroy, Johnson went on to the ten o’clock meet-
ing of the senate. York followed about 11:30. Both houses of the
legislature were to meet in joint convention at noon to take the
second ballot for United States senator. The floor of the conven-
tion was crowded, not only with the members of the legislature but
with lobbyists as well, who were admitted to the floor during ses-
sions. These men were busily engaged, moving about among the
legislators and talking with them in confidential tones. At 12 sharp
the convention was called to order. The members quickly took
their seats; the lobbyists jammed the aisles.

The reading of the senate and house journals occupied the first
few minutes of the session, then Senator Guerin of Bourbon county
made an attempt to have the lobbyists cleared out. Voted down on
this, he proceeded to place in nomination John J. Ingalls, candidate
of the anti-Pomeroy forces. Guerin was followed on the floor by
Judge Nathan Price of Doniphan county, who nominated Pomeroy.










































































































