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The state of Kansas is named after the Kansa.
The Kansa are American Indians who once
lived in eastern Kansas.  Today they call
themselves the Kaw.  Some Kaw live in Kansas
today.  

How did they live?

A Kansa house was made from a frame of
wooden poles that formed a circle.  The poles
were stuck into the ground at one end.  When
the poles were tied together at the top, they
created a dome.  This wooden frame was
covered with animal skins, tree bark, and
woven grass mats.  The Kansa houses were big
enough to house two families.

The Kansa gathered food from the plants near
where they lived.  They also grew corn, beans,

pumpkins, and melons in gardens near their
homes.  For meat the Kansa liked buffalo.

They also ate deer, rabbits, and other
small animals and fish.  

Twice a year the Kansa left their
villages to hunt buffalo in central

and western Kansas.  When
they were on a buffalo hunt

they lived in tipis that could
be carried with them.  
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What did Kansa children do?

Kansa boys learned to be
hunters by playing games.  A
wooden hoop was rolled along
the ground.  The goal was to
shoot an arrow through the
moving hoop.  As the boys
grew older they would hunt with
the men of the village.  

Kansa girls helped their
mothers.  They prepared food,
made clothing, and cared for
their younger sisters and
brothers.  Girls helped their
mothers decorate clothes with
brightly covered beads.  They
played with dolls made of sticks
covered with animal skins.  

Kansa boys and girls learned
their lessons by listening to adults tell stories.  In this way, the traditions of
the Kansa would continue.
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